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Some of these states have based their constitutions on sharia law, including 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Afghanistan, Iran, and Pakistan.8 Others have 
found themselves internally divided, like Nigeria, where Muslims hold the 
majority in the northern part of the country and Christians dominate the south. 
Nigeria’s extreme form of sharia law calls for punishments that include stoning 
and amputation, but Nigeria’s Christians do not embrace this system.9  
Such hadd punishments are rarely carried out due to international scrutiny (see 
Table 9.1). There are instances, however, where families participate in honor 
killings carried out by relatives for alleged adultery or illicit sexual behavior. 
These killings may even target victims of rape, deemed to have encouraged the 
crime through their behaviors, or those who have selected marriage partners the 
family rejects. The perpetrators believe they are acting in accordance with Islam. 
In 2013, it was reported that 869 women were murdered in honor killings in 
Pakistan alone.10
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Source: Sarah Glazer, “Sharia Controversy,” CQ Global Researcher 6, no. 1 (2012): 1–28.
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